( PAUL WELLER GL1, Gloucester

T

HE Modfather packed GL1 proving he can still jam 30 years on after his 1970s heyday. Paul Weller devotees weren't disappointed after a set lasting an hour and a half from the former Jam front man.

His solo material from the 1990s featured heavily, interspersed with some new tracks from his latest album and a few classics from the mod three-piece thrown in for good measure.

Togged up in a navy blue round-necked T-shirt and white trousers, Weller's commanding voice filled the labyrinthine concert hall.

Starting with Hung Up he leapt straight into Sunflower and

Peacock Suit to pave the way for some lesser-known numbers.

Frequent guitar changes took place throughout the night with Weller's deft picking reaching a peak during jazz guitar classics like Above the Clouds, and the sound quality in the venue was impressive.

Ballads like You do Something to Me from the 1995 Stanley Road album smoothed the raw edges of guitar-fired tracks like

Porcelain Gods and gave Weller the chance to swap strings for keys.

Style Council cuts were conspicuously absent from his repertoire, although Weller's soulful side was at its best during a rousing cover of the gospel classic Happy Day.

Wrapping up with the anthemic A Town Called Malice Weller left his audience aching for more.

A far cry from the skinny lad in stay-press trousers circa 1976, but with his steely-haired soul every bit as potent.
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